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Fasching/ Purim Unit - Telecollaboration

In this unit we chose to focus on two, very similar, holidays that are celebrated in Germany
and in Israel - Fasching and Purim. We created this unit for students in the 8th grade since
we believe that by the age of 13-14 the students in both countries will be able to express
themselves verbally as well as read and write in an A1/A2 (CEFR) level. The aim of this
unit is for the students to get to practice their English skills in the most authentic way
possible, and also get to know a different culture. By the end of the unit each group of
students will have produced a video talking about and comparing between the two
holidays, on the following topics: History, Costumes, and Food, as well as share personal

stories.

Digital tools used in this unit:

Tool name Purpose

Youtube Video introduction
WhatsApp Easy communication
Zoom Video conversations
Adobe Flash Video Creating final video




First Lesson -

Level:
Heterogeneous

Grade:
&th

Overview

Topic: Introduction of collaboration

Digital tools: YouTube, WhatsApp

Swabt: Students will be able to introduce themselves and collaborate in English.

Phases (with

Activity / Experiences

Resources /

(timing Class Setup
Opening / Greetings Frontal
hook
00 Agenda
5 minutes

Main activity The teacher will play this video about long-distance Frontal,

1 friendships to the class:
riendships to the class Youtube

minutes

7 minutes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zAD0oF7mVhA

(1:30 minutes)

When the video is over the teacher will ask:

1.
2.
3.

do you do those things with your friends?
do you have a friend who lives far away?

do you have a friend who lives in a different
country?

why do you think I showed you this video?
what do you think the lesson is about?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zAD0oF7mVhA

Main The teacher will have a picture of either Purim or Frontal
Activity 2 Fasching celebration on the board and elicit
) information from the students:
5 minutes
1. do you know this holiday?
2. what does it remind you of?
3. do you know where they celebrate it?
Then the teacher will introduce the subject of the
unit and the collaboration.
Main Pair work
Activity 3
Vi Sending a first message - WhatsApp
15 minutes

The teacher will divide the class into pairs (groups
of 4, 2 from Germany and 2 from Israel)

At first we start by creating a WhatsApp group
with our friends in Germany/Israel. The teacher
will help the students and show them how to create
the whatsapp group.

each pair will record a voice message about 60-90
seconds introducing themselves:

1. name

2. age

3. hobbies

4. pets
etc.

the students can also send each-other pictures of
themselves.




Wrap Up The students will share what they have recorded, Frontal
) what do they think about this collaboration?, are
5 minutes .
they excited?

The teacher will give homework for the next
lesson in which they start to work on their

projects:

read about the history behind your holiday,
Fasching/Purim, and write 3 facts to share with
your group.

Notes:
Assessment: in class
next steps: read about the history behind Fasching/Purim and write 3 facts to share with your

group.



Lesson 2 -

Level:
Heterogeneous

Grade:
8th

Overview

Topic: History behind Fasching/Purim

Digital tools: Adobe spark videos , Zoom

Goals: Students will be able to relay information about their holiday, and create a slide

presentation about the subject.

Phases (with Activity / Experiences Resources / Class
(timing Setup
Opening / Greetings Frontal
hook
Agenda
5 minutes

Main activity
1

15 minutes

The teacher will introduce Adobe Spark

to the students and explain how it works.
The teacher will display examples for
Adobe Spark on the board.

Adobe spark videos -
sign up (free)
press on:
1. create new project
video
give it a name
choose template - “show and tell”

A

create your video.

Frontal, Adobe spark
videos




the students can add pictures, videos, text
and icons and most importantly add a
recording.

when finished press on download, and save
as a video

Main After making sure the students know Group work, Adobe
Activity 2 how to use Adobe Flash Video, The Flash Video, Zoom
) groups will talk to each-other on Zoom
25 minutes . .
and together they will start working on

their video.

The first slide will be about the history
behind both holidays Purim and
Fasching.

The students will record themselves
talking about the holiday (3 facts from
previous lesson’s homework) and add to
the slide.

Wrap Up Asking the students:

5 minutes - How did they feel working with
Adobe Flash Video?

- How was their Zoom
conversation?

- What did they learn about
Fasching/Purim history?

H.W- the students will record themselves
talking about the history of the holidays
and add it to the slide. They can do it
individually or in as a group. (If they
choose to record as a group, each student
has to speak)

Notes:
Assessment:

next steps: H.W- the students will record themselves talking about the history of the holidays
and add it to the slide. They can do it individually or as a group. (If they choose to record as a
group, each student has to speak)



Lesson 3 -

Level: Heterogeneous

Grade: 8th

Overview

Topic: Fasching and Purim

Digital tools: Worksheet, Computers, Zoom

Goals: The Students will be able to relay information about their costumes and create a slide
presentation about the topic

Phases (with Activity / Experiences Resources /
(timing Class Setup
Opening / greeting the class Frontal
hook
00 Agenda
5 minutes

Short explanation of the upcoming Zoom
task including the work-sheet with three
questions the students will work with

Main The students work with their groups and start a Group work,
Activity 1 conversation with the Israeli/ German group Zoom,

) via Zoom. They show pictures of their worksheet
15 minutes

costumes to each-other and discuss why they
chose this specific picture. A worksheet with
the following questions will be given to the
students:

1. Why did you choose this particular costume?

2. Is there any historical/traditional meaning
behind it?




3. Which costumes would you wear for
Fasching/Purim this year?

Main After the conversation is over each group Group work,
Activity 2 writes down the answers they got from their worksheet
Israeli/German group as well as their own

10, -19 answers on the worksheet.

minutes

Reflection/ A few groups present their findings and read Whole class,
out the answers to the class. They can use the worksheet,

Wrap up information of the worksheet for their video discussion

10 minutes project later on.

The teacher starts a short feedback round
with the following questions:

- How did your Zoom conversation go?

- Could you and they answer every of the
three questions?

HW: The students will record themselves
talking about different costumes and why
they wore them on the holiday and add it to
the video.

Next steps: HW: The students will record themselves talking about different costumes and
why they wore them on the holiday and add it to the video.

The students are asked to bring pictures and recipes of traditional holiday foods for the next
lesson.



Lesson 4 -

Level: Heterogeneous

Grade: 8th
Topic: Traditional food in Fasching/Purim.
Digital tools: Adobe Flash Video, Zoom,

Goal: students will be able to share and compare different informations about traditional
food (i.e. recipes, pictures, etc.)

Phases (with Activity / Experiences Resources / Class Setup
(timing
Opening/ hook | Greetings frontal
5 minutes Agenda
Main activity 1 group work
The students start a conversation via zoom with Zoom
their German/Israeli partner group. Adobe Flash
] Video.
20 minutes

In the zoom meeting the students share pictures
and recipes of traditional food (which they were
asked to bring to class) with their partner group.
They compare the different foods and their
meaning for each holiday.

The students are asked to choose recipes and
pictures for their video and put them on Adobe
Flash Video..

Main activity 2 | Each group presents their chosen recipes and group work
pictures in class.

The students shortly explain why they choose the




10 minutes specific recipe/picture to the other students.

wrap up Frontal
The teacher will wrap up the lesson with the

following questions:

S minutes 1. How was your zoom meeting?

2. Were you able to achieve progress?

3.  What did you learn about Fasching/Purim
food?

H.W.: The students record themselves talking
about a specific food they have chosen, the history
of it and its recipe and add to their video. The
students can add an additional slide to the video, or
end it with the food slide. the students will
download the finished video and send it to their
teachers for review before presentations in next
lesson.

Next steps: H.W.: The students record themselves talking about a specific food they have
chosen, the history of it and its recipe and add to their video. The students can add an
additional slide to the video, or end it with the food slide. the students will download the
finished video and send it to their teachers for review before presentations in next lesson.



Final Lesson (double lesson)

Level: Heterogeneous
Grade: 8th

Overview
Topic: Fasching and Purim

Digital tools: Projector, Computers, Zoom

Goal: The students will be able to reflect on their telecollaboration, and discuss the benefits
of it by expressing their thoughts of the experience of intercultural competence.

phase activity resources /
class set up

Opening / hook |greeting the class frontal
5 minutes

presenting the structure of today’s class

main activity 1 |the groups present their videos to the rest of the class | frontal
PART 1 projector

30 minutes (every video is about 3 minutes long) feedback cards

after watching a video, the class gets the chance to give
a quick feedback

-> feedback cards: in pairs of 2 (those sitting next to
each other), they get a feedback card on a specific
feature (vocabulary, overall impression of the video,
mimic, gestures,...) which will help them express their

feedback
5 minute break/ |In case the students don’t have a 90 minutes English
a different lesson, this lesson plan will be divided into 2 seperate
lesson. lessons.
main acitvity 1  |The remaining groups present their videos, frontal
PART 2
20 minutes the rest of the students give feedback.

main activity 2 | The students sit together in their groups and reflect on | group work
5 minutes the project, discussing the following:

what do they think about collaborating with students
from another country via telecollaboration?




what did they like? what did they dislike?
any difficulties? time shift, bad sound quality, ...

would they like to do that again? was it more fun than
regular class?

main activity 3

now the same with the whole class, sitting in a circle.

chair circle

maybe they want to stay in touch?

15 minutes
having the opportunity to practice it in a small group
first, helps them to dare to speak in the circle.
wrap up the groups each make a final video-call with their teaching form:
15 minutes foreign partners and say goodbye to each other group work
media:

computers, zoom

Notes: Since the groups should be small so everyone can make an important contribution, the

presentation of the videos itself takes at least 40-45 minutes. We don’t want to hurry and we

want to appreciate every student’s effort, so we need 90 minutes for the final session.

We talked to the imaginary teacher that has the class for the following lesson and he agreed

to give us the lesson for the project.

Next steps: If the project was successful, you could think about staying in touch and doing

further projects together, e.g. in the next grade or parts of other classes (bilingual).




