
 

Christmas vs. Hanukkah 
  
Unit planner for Grade 8  
-        Students get to know each other's cultures 
-        Students from Germany learn about the special event Hanukkah 
-        Students from Israel learn about the German Christmas time 
-        Exchange of information (tradition, food, rituals, ...) via Skype, Word, Power Point, Mail 

Account 
-        work on their own presentation 
Students show the finished presentation of the foreign culture via Skype to their group 

members. They also present it to their classmates. 
  
Time Frame: 
-        2 weeks (ca. 6 slots à 45 min)  
  
Can do statements: 
-        German students can talk about their Christmas traditions 
-        German students know necessary vocabulary to talk about Christmas 
-        Israeli students can talk about their Hanukkah traditions 
-        Israeli students know necessary vocabulary to talk about Hanukkah 
-        Students are able to introduce themselves 
Objectives: 
-        German students will be familiar with the Israeli Hanukkah traditions 
-        Israeli students will be familiar with the German Christmas traditions 
-        Students extend their active vocabulary 
-        Students can reproduce acquired issues 
Materials: 
-        Factsheet with information about the project 
-        Questionnaire, which is meant to be filled in during the project 
  
Tools: 
-        Skype 
-        E-mail contact 
-        padlet 
  
Slots:  
  
1) Introduction to Christmas / Hanukkah 
-        Students get a factsheet about the project & teacher explains single steps, making 

sure everyone understands and can articulate correctly (20 mins). 
-        Each culture talks and collects necessary vocabulary & terms, special items, basic 

facts, etc. (25 min). 
  

2) Get to know each other: 
-        Big video conference: get to know each other via video conference (Skype) 



 

Israeli and German students asking and answering questions in order to get acquainted (25 
min). 

  
  
3) Groups (two slots): 
  
The class will be divided into groups of 4. Each group gets a topic to discuss by the teacher. 
The task is then to teach the other culture (via Skype). The big topic “Christmas vs. 
Hanukkah” will be subdivided into “holiday traditions, the story behind the holiday, traditional 
food eaten during the holidays, holiday decorations and holiday-oriented activities”. 
The group has to fill in a questionnaire with the information provided by the other culture. 
Each group member needs to ask at least one question, and answer/ explain one issue. (45 
min). 
  
4) Working in your group 
The next lesson, the students will get some time to prepare a short presentation about the 
topic and culture they were taught. It can either be a powerpoint presentation, a poster, or 
any other creative way to present the results. (45 min) 
  
5) Presentations of the final product 
Each group shares and presents the information they were taught by the other culture in 
class (5-10 min per presentation), so that at the end of the lesson all of the students are well 
informed about the topic (45 min). 
The teachers of both cultures record the students’ presentations, so in the end the two 
teachers are able to combine the two videos into one as it would be nice for the students to 
see the other culture presenting their culture as a final product.  
  
  
  
  
 
  



 

Questionnairehe  
1) Fill in this table with the information given by your group members. 

 

 Christmas in Germany Hanukkah in Israel 

History 
Group 1 
- What is the story 
behind…? 
- Why do people 
celebrate…? 
 
 

- based on the biblical story 
of Mary and Joseph: 
-Mary the virgin gets 
pregnant 
- The christ child gets born 
in a stall  
- after the birth three wise 
men from the east come to 
bring gifts 
-the christ child brings light/ 
redemption to men 
-later Jesus died for the sin 
of all men 
-People celebrate the birth 
of Jesus 

-  A Jewish holiday that 
celebrates the victory of the 
Maccabees over the 
Greeks. 
-  The Greek king wants 
jews to pray only to Greek 
gods and destroys their 
temple in Jerusalem. 
- Judah the Maccabee and 
his army, the Maccabees, 
fight and win the Greek 
army. 
- After winning back the 
temple, the Maccabees find 
only enough oil to light their 
lamps for one night. 
- The oil lasts for eight days 
and eight nights, and this is 
“the miracle of Hanukkah” 
that Jews celebrate. 

Dates and Facts 
Group 2 
- When do you celebrate…? 
-How do you celebrate..? 
- For how long do you 
celebrate…? 
 
 
 

-mainly on christmas eve 
(24th of December) 
- eat together with the family 
-give presents to each other 
-two further holidays (25th + 
26th of december) 
-the time before is also 
marked by traditions and 
feasts (from 1st of 
december on) 
-advent calendar, advent 
wreath 

-  Hanukkah starts on the 
25th in the Hebrew month of 
Kislev (anywhere from 
November to December). 
- We celebrate for eight 
days and nights. 
- We light the “menorah” 
with nine candles for eight 
nights (the ninth is the 
“shamash”, or "head 
candle," and we use it to 
light the others). 

Traditional Food & Drinks  
Group 3 
- Are there any special 
drinks you like to drink 
during…? 
- What kind of food do most 
people eat? 
 
 

- one special drink you only 
drink during christmas is: 
mulled wine or hot punch 
- on christmas markets you 
get various delicious food 
(Steak, Langos, rolled 
potato dumpling finger with 
pickled cabbage, Waffles, 
Crepe) 
-traditional food on 
christmas eve is goose with 

- Latkes, or potato 
pancakes. 
- Jelly doughnuts, called 
Sufganiyahs. 
 



 

potatoes and vegetables 

Traditional Decorations 
Group 4 
- Are homes decorated 
during … time? 
- What kind of decoration is 
used during …? 
 
 
 

- everything is decorated 
with little lights (streets, 
homes, shops) 
- earlier real candles, today 
electric light 
-traditionally you have a 
christmas tree at home, 
which the family decorates 
with christmas baubles, little 
figures, stars, lights,.. 

- We have the “menorah” 
and dreidels.  
- The dreidel is a spinning 
toy that has four sides, each 
with one Hebrew letter on it. 

Further Comments 
 
-why do you like/dislike 
christmas/hanukkah? 
-what was the best 
experience you had with it? 
 
 
 

  

 
 
  
  
 
 

  Similarities of Christmas 
and Hanukkah 
  
  

Differences of Christmas and 
Hanukkah 

Holiday traditions 
  
  
  
  
  

    



 

The story behind 
the holiday 
  
  
  
  
  

    

Traditional food 
  
  
  
  
  

    

Holiday decorations 
  
  
  
  
  

    

Holiday- oriented 
activities 
  
  
  
  
  

    

  
 


